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In a Sermon preached to the| 
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cember 30. 1646. at Margaret W, eftminſter, 
Being the day of their folemne Monethly Faſt. 
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The Storke in the beavens knoweth ber appointed timer, and the Turtle, 
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" Now Aſſembled | in 


| | 12330 


WJ: => \T bath been much lamented by 
Fo) => learned men.that the times hs. 


A inithings wot been done in the + 
WS F ; world, are no more truly computed, 


and that thereby all Heftories of 
Ec times are very imperfect, Apud- 
_ quos ratio temporis non cohzret, apud illosne- 
| we ventatis neque fidei hiſtoricz ratio .ulla 
much more 3s it. to: bee l- 
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Before. mY Honotable Houſe of Cos 


RNs, at their Monethly Faſt, 
Devemb. = 1646. 
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1-Chron. 12. 32. 


And of the C hildren of Iſſachar, which: 2 were bow 8 

that bad underſtanding of the times,go know what 
Hrael ought to_doe 3 the heads of them were two 
or—on al their Side at their cOm- 
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Varſe 22. 


liogan him and themgo beare defi 
IS FTMCC, it is ſahd nc & Ver 
 #hou0 of the chiefe Co mAnacys., 2. 
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- warre and peace ; They were men of wnder ſtanding, who kntw 


- Yedlds and leaders eſpecially, Secondly, 


of v. 
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A Sermion Preached before the Hono 
, yetin the end the AC to 


Gad, and/ Ha 


rable 


ET 


many that his Army grew #0 be like an 


aſh, to 
Army of God. And 


leſt any man ſhouldthinke that it were no berrtet then re- 
e Armes againſt 
bat the, Spirit Came 
rold him they were 
his, and would live and dic with him, and that God was 
with him, they knew him innocent; they ſaw he was un- 
juſtly perſecuted; they came ro reſcue hin as'a Partridge 
out of a Falcons "Talons; and info doing they did no 
more, then- the -whole hofte did at another'time, when 
they ſaved Fonathan out; of the hands of his father Sawl , 


x$am.14-45- who would unjuſtly have put him to death. The other 


part of the Chapter beginning at Verſe 23. containerh the 
Catalogue of the Commanders and Souldiers thar fell in 
ro him to: make.him King, after the death of Ss/, and 
there. you ſhall finde that the excellent qualities of all the 
Leaders,and of many ofthe Souldiers are deſcribed ; ſome 
of them” were excellent Archers, fome were" exadt Slin. 
rs whocouldthrow nd hit ar a haires breadth, ſome 
of them were as couragious as Lions, ſome of them, were 
{wift as the Roes upon the Mountaines, but none of 
em all” came necre the Tribe of 1ſacharyin that which 
makes a' people ſtrong and happy both in the time of 


the tines what Tſratl had 10 det; and of this cxcellent 
commendatiof of this Tribe of 7ſarher, as of ® Theat 
tharvery' much concernes us, T have choſen to treaterh 


Ws 


| y before this gr-at Aſſembly by the aſſitance-+ EC Al 
mighty God ;' wherein there are three things to bee. 


avndled, Firſt © mo Ry 
'The perſons ſpoken of, che" Tribe of Tſacher, and their 
Their 
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ſemen 4t, her Man 


ſonnes by. Linh, ng cheir lot-in 4 lagd- of Candas, wy 
berwixt..the balfe Tribe of. Mandfeb and .Zelalun, and | 
theirprovice was bounded by che .mountaines\ of Gilbes ,.* 
oh the one {ide,1and mount Hermonanthegthers allthat i 2dr gu 
goodly part otthe Countrey, tharwascalledthe faryalley 9021 168 
- ob Feqzeel,, was the: inheritance. of this. Tribe of Iſacher, - .. 
2 rich//in-land-Gountry,. and tormerly: their Spirits. and Wi 
Gebivs'was/like to-that; of Country Farmers: .1T hey; miny cemper and © 
ded nothing but theirbackand their belly, - and ſo "Zacoh EY 
himſclie 01d forere]l of chem, in the.g9.of Geneſis, when he ** pou (915 2 
{azd, that 1ſacbar. Ws like.a frong Aſſe. thas. conched. downe openc dang, — 
| berweene tmobuntbens, ; and ſaw that reſt-was goed, 9, gove epi, 
himſelfe wills :ngly #0 beare Tribme: The meaning Was, . thar | cr 


this Tribewould. bee like unto that dull, imple, Nothall 
<reaturerhe Aſle, that mindednothing but his __ give 


him butmearecnough for his belly "fy | _— will k 


4pombis backs {othis Tribe, if they mi 
th plundred, in pn _ Country; . bur might tollow ——o 

A ns gather wealth,lay anything uponthem 3 
| wou GR -4-50 ERS or «ax 


R944l __ Y 


Thus rhe Lord hath rail up'1 zents, 
which gives un 13 aac 26S 7h GcOme "from 
Almighty the Lord \haewabundance. of the Spin a 
powres itout where, and, how, and. in. what matncrhec - 


pledleabos by wtanls 1. 2m SledT park ain s won; es 
:\('Fhiz ray tee \n-groar: to.us-4n & ond v1 na; o 
M8; - 


our text mities) arid exigents, 1£1 us! doc. our dic, 2 
let us Hever feare Gods) wanting of marPy for his 
workez -when weearclow, wee preſently. Rodger ar 


by whims ſhall Zaveb ariſe, by whomt -by; 
ren inablcd tg dog the 


to bedohildreh, and by 'child 
dfitticntiYVee ſhould never becat our faghs 
ſomerimes: 


» 
'WEEAre AT Our Wits end, ;1<t. us, doe:aur dutie, 
and leave.itto God, who canealily rae. up inftruments 
codoitis workep tromwhont wee, Wou! SOLERINTY® » 
wee our ſ{clvcs have had a great deale of-blefled- experi- 
ence df it,- tn the beginning of -dur publiquetroubles,our 
queſtion was, 'by whom ſhall Sgelend ariſe now it is thus 
low? Wee demanded, whe wee, finde. Captains * 
and Commanders, fora warteina Nation WAR 1 men 
have bee ound theta, 
kes. and 
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in the bee fraightned Fee fee: whichis isthe fingulev com 

xr 4 lations of this Tribe, They werem 

kiow th time 1es,afd what 1je 2 afors ow 221919 5 2tiv7 
OBOE, 2g et and bigh commendation of any people, cſpt- 
Avis frontes £74f of thtir Heads and" Leaders, tokeow: the times. in refe- 
"| commendati» 7e2ce #8therr dntie : Theſe men of 1ſachay had underftan- 
__— G ing of thetimes; tuknow:whari/rae! had ro-doey this 
bl reference ro GOUlts orne49tnir high commendations inthe hand- 


reference to 
mensdutics. oe indeayour theſe three things, Firſt, . 
i ans interprerthe tycaning of ir, make you ſec what it 


Hagen the titges in-reference. to-duties;: Secondly; ++ 
0 proven. Ld + tOprove it. out of the, Spain, a9 
illaftrate the rturh of it, that yourmay {ee,that iris @ high 
commeridation,” and-a-marer of extrem2 conſequence 
and third] andprincipally,- 
* "FAN thyour4 mak App! 
Firſt explai- good: For't hefirft, 98 | 
ned, there is 5 VV hat it 15 to know the times in flernciea to dutie 


31y, applyed. joation of ir for our own 


a fiveold eaſe. to dbſervg.chat'iw-rhe Scripture, andin 
ns 7 neo ' men, SY tound a fivefold Anowlodge 
4 BE 1 * STTIRW £ z * 


eres 54 rologi 


Aftrologicall, knowlec ge: aS't eo rs&o boaſtofs- aknowledg 
wheteby 2 com pA he-men:doc undertake out of 

oft the 189 tet you-whatfaever : God 
hath decteed Gbneeraith Men or Stares: this knowledg 
Oe rein ghetto 
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of anderflanding 
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tepldgno ofihipriches, ſuch a 
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he kno f tinie-ſervers, who indeavour | 


ro make che times-further theo! in'theiv curſed deſignes , 

men who like Willowes or Bulruſhes; in the water. will 
bow-which way focver the:ſtreame; runs, and dance after 

the preſent Fiddle of chenrimes forthbewowne ends; Lam 
 1cerraine none ofyou think/thatthis was the commendati- 

on of this Tribegſuch Temporizers & Timt- ſervers, how- 
ever they may for a while:applaud their own'wiſcdomes, 
«wiltone day know; they have ſerved but-an-ilk Maſter , 
-this|-was: farre from the Tribe of {ſacher,/ Thirdly, | 
You fhaltread of a Propheticat knowledge of the times, ,,_, 2. 

that is, ſuch a knowledge as whercin the Lord by revela- "i 

rion.doth inable ſome of his. ſervants, I: meane the Pro- 

<] phere,to know what ſhallafrerwards coine to/paſlc ;| and 


| _ * this kinde of knowledge, thougheverymanharh- anirch V8 
afterir, and many doe as Nebwehadnezzar did, when his 2-2 29+) 
choughts troubled him in the night,- that hee might know 


whar: ſhould come to paſſe afterwards, -yet our Lord 
hath-told us, That it £5 x08 for us thus! to know the times and 
ſeaſons, which the Fathir hath kept in his owne hand; thete **l 7: 
is fourthly, 

Another-knowledge of. the Times,. and- ſtudy of it,,. +, 
which is, an Hiſtericall knowledge of the time$zioran Anronemicat . 
Aſtronomical! knowledge of the times; a knowledge-which * 7 
isextremely and deſervedly cried up -by learned men; a 
knowledge wherein many men of-choyceſt wits, both 
emang;Heathens and Chriſtians, have tooke very great 
pans; whereinthey-have muthadvanced wiſedome and © 
ing 
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even ir bee excellent, 
bing to doe with it, and truly 
lede thing , men may haveir,and yet die tooles, and benit- 
lohtloter want of that novel & which I.am this lay 
| -to ſpeake of. The Nation of the eines were admirable 
- ithat Kind:of accoinpr of rimes. = Scaliger {airy ofrhern, 
| they were exaeven to admiration! and Serhws Calvifins 
| one of rhe taoſt" learned writers -of rhar:kind,| though hee 
", T | cor qe way'to worke, yet confeſſes that in the Jewes 
wo 4 did nor _loſe- above. the accompt of one 

"Ys hoare: in ow 


Sg ns hath 
ol itbee dn excel- 


te of ;z500,-yeers;- yet becauſe they had 
-no bater:knowledge of the times [then thar; the Lord in 
the'eighth of Jeremiah laich; they were: fooles, and had 
"BY norſo much-wiſedome, as the Crand ad che Storke,. and 
| 52M the ' Swallow, thoſe "irrationall: Animals, who:had fo 
rs. much fagacitſe, as 'to-know rthe-rmes: of their jonas 
, *mco@-Counrrey,and tea\mga Counmrey'; but t le 
. coy - knew: nothing of the ny Cn to Gods 945.0 

> ments, and their owne duties : the Lord counted them 
FE > foolex for all rheir ocherlcarning, z-And therefore there 
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| Jer. $. 
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of the: umes; which I-maypicall 2 


w=_— .$ ) Rheghet knowled 
e Nba, Theologicall res. af eg er rather. a-gratious'and /a 
©  prafticall ( praQticall knowledge of ohotimcn; ; which'1s, {0' to.know 
yle: + -cheximes, 2520/un the momene:and:cxigence. of 
all affaires pueden i DUES totheir 
- owne durie, that they: may irhprove.a)l occurrences which 
6if 3 or tmars that. I 


fall our rothe right Fan id. This 
5 of, and this 1 


Rory, rar 


Houſe of Commons at their Monethly Faſt. = | A 
Chronologicall, or Hiſtoricall wiſedome of the times, -"M 
abundance of Aſtronomicall Tables have been compiled, - 
and other helpes ſet forth ; but for this latter, I hardly 
know one little Pamphiet extant abour it, and yet this in- 
faitcly goes beyond the other for though aman ſhould 
die ignorant ofthe other, and never know the Julian Ac- 
count,or whereinthe new & old ſtile differ one from ano- 
ther, if hee have but learned ro number his dayes, fo as 
to apply his heart to wiſedome, hee will honour God 
here, and bee happy for ever; but without this, what 
learning ſoever hee had in the other, his life will be wic- 
ked,.and in the end hee will die a foole: And this was the 
knowledge of this Tribe, this PraQticall knowledge, {o 
that when the other Tribes ſome of them ſtood for the 
houſe of Sal, ro continue the governmentthere, others of 
them inclined to David to make him King,and others pro» 
bably were unſatisfied in their thoughts concerning ei- 
ther of them, poſhbly thinking it would bee beſt ro con- 
tinue their old Ariſtocraticall government, in their ſeve- 
rall Tribes, andro wait that God ſhould raiſe them up 
extraordinary Judges ia difficult times, and ſothey ſtood 
in a kind of indifferency and neutralities theſe men of 
I{fac har eſpecially their Leaders, had ſo ſtudied the times, 
that they dig not,onely know-what was lawfull and ex- 
pedient in this huge turne of theirs, in this great buſinefſe What this 


that was before them, but they knew what was their du- cry # of 


tie, yea, whatall the kingdome, /all the Common-wealth thetime is, © 7 
ought to doe with them, they knew: the times, and what " "_ 


nowledge that I have 


\. Now this k 
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210. - MM SermonPreachtd before the Hondrable 

have in reference to their duties in one word, it is to ob- 
ſerveall Gods adminiſtrations, wherewirh the preſent 
time is filled, his providences, his mercies, his judgements, 
his words, his workes, to obſerve them (Tfay)ſo as there- 
by to bee inabled ſcaſonably and timely to performe their 
owne duties, and to bo wwe their converſations accor- 
ding to rhe exigence and juncture of times, for the glory 
of God, the good of their brethren, and the ſalvation of 
their owne {oules, andrhisis the Theame wherein I now 
proceed: | 

3. This Doa- | Togive yon ſomeecvidence out of the Scripture,xo make 
zize proved. jt apparent tO you, that it is the higheft commendations 
that can bee grven 6:4any people, to have this underſtan- 
ding of therimes, in retcrenceto their durie :-and for the 
proofe of it, ſhall indeavour theſe rwothings. Firſt, * 


1 To thew it you plainely out of the Scriptures, that itis 
a. marvailous high commendation, and a deſerved one. 

And ſecondly, 
mu Fſhall indeavour to make 2 further illuſtration of rhis 


Do&rine, of knowing the times, our of Gods Word. 

2. The Sccip-  Toprove that it is ſuch a high and deſerved commen- 
,O mrecallschis qations, rake but theſe three proofes. Firſt, every where 
| wilgon®- inthe Scripture this is counted true wiſedome, and in the 


accompr 'of God, they'goe for wile men, awho under- 
d ' ſtand the times in referencetotheirduties z looke firſt in- 
 Ephbek; x5, tothe fifr of the Epheſians, ar the eight verſe, and fo for- 
”., 36,0pencd yard, the Apoſtle jayes downethis great DoQrine, Thar 
 & cxphincd, ow: God, had ſent” the light of 'the' Gofpell amongſt- 
+ them, they muſt not for time to come walke as other Gen-. 
+ Ss tfes did walke'in' the vanitie of their minds, bur they 
- © in; muſt'leade a life worthy of the Goſpell; and this hee * » 


=_: proves by many Arguments, which when hee hath pro- 
_— > - FT . 4 { ”. | PA MS -.— - 
"f ved, therigthe rg; and 16.verſes, hee fers downe what 
. 3 | , ' | = P , 
2 this life is, Jee chews, thar you walke ®rf3s5, exaifly, wot as 
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| - "Honſeof Commons at their Monthly Faft. ax 
Fooles but as Wife men; wherein lies that-< wing the 2 
time, becauſe rigs are evill, there is all TT = 
is the manifeſtation and demonſtration, that: you do: nor 
walke like Fooles, but as Wile men, if you have but once 
tearned to redeeme the time in theſe evill dayes ; the 
dayes are naught, the times arecvill, full of ſnares ro be 
avoyded, many duties to bee done; now herein will ap- 
peare Goſpell-wiledome,to walke ſo as that in jtheſe cvill 
dayes, you may redeeme the time: and So/omox hath an 
excellent diſcourle of the {ame ſubjeR, in the cighth of _ 
Eceleſiaſtes, in the beginning of the Chapter, hee gives a me opcach, 
high Encomium of a wile many Who «(faith hee) « the 
wife man ? thatis, no man can bee compared to a wife © 
man, What is hee ? one that kuowes the interpretation of 
s thing, heethat knowes what every bufinefſe doth truly 
tignific and call for, that is the wiſe man , then hee tells 
you, this mans wiledome will gainc him courage and cre- 
dir, hee will bee honored and eſteemed; then brings it 
downe, ro manifeſt the excellency of this:wiſedome- in 
one particular caſe, -which is the moſt rickle bufineſſe in 
the world-for men to bee imployed in, and that is in .at- 
tending upoathe affaires of ſupreme Governors in doin# 
that which che higher powers command them, for they 
will quickly 'bee angry and take offence, therefore doc 
their buſineſſe carefully and ſpeedily as you fhould, and 
if they bee » Joe not away 1n 2 pet,8&c. Bur now 
1: ſome body ſhould ſay, Doe you meane that: 2 man 
ſhould:doe all that Kings;: and ſupreme! Magifrates doe 
congmand,withour furthet enquiry or delay: #/Noy faith 
Salomon in the fifth Verſe, the wiſe man knowes both tine 
and judgement ;, the wiſe manthar hath the interpretation . + 
of # thing, knowes what 15 to bee done; what 15: 
ErtuUncly EEIDy oa mans: ! 
> 5 
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A Sermon Preached before the Honorable 
iris 32, of Deateronomy,” about the 19. Verſe, 
O that thus people were wiſe, that they did but muderſland their 
laſt end , that they but rightly knew theirtime: and ia the 
90. Plaime,which is another prayer of Moſes, Lord teach 
us {0 to numer our dayes, to make fuch a compute of aur 
times, thet wee might apply our hearts to wiſedome. 1 might 
give you many other Scriptures which ſhow that the Lord 
counts this to be true wifedome; nay,Ple add this further, 
the very light of nature hath taught the Hcarhens to judge 
this to bee true wiſedome : the ſeven Counſcllors of that 

rear Emperour of Perþs, in the firſt of Efter are {aid+-to 
ns men that knew the times, the meaning is, that they 
were wile Counſellors; and among the Romans it is a 
Proverbiall Adage, homo onmnium horarum, that is, hee is 


and Divincs doe agree, that 
theſe 'two things; the 08e is, 


- 
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wiledome is made up of 
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Houſe of Commons at their Monethly Faſt. 3 
other is Sapience, which is the-ſame underſtanding ap- 
plyed to particular buſineſſes, as they ſtand veſted with 
7 heir circumſtances : and that man that hath rhe un- 
derſtanding ofaffaires, as they are circumſtantianted wirh 
all things that goe with them, and knowes how hee may 
dexrerouſly as opportunely apply himſelfe ro them, hec 
is the wiſe-man,tbat is the fir{t proofe, that the Spirit of God 
every where calls this wiſedome. Secondly, | 
TheſameSpiric of God doth vſually call the wantof 2. 
this;folly, whatſoever other excellencies: meete in any 
man, if they want this; the Scripture callsthenv fooles; 
ea hypocrites, wicked ones, in the 8, of Feremiah, the 
Lord peakes in the 6;7,8,9. Verſes, after this mariner, /©*$:7-5* | 
How doe you ſay you arew:ſe? why doe you pretend to wiſe- $ 
dome.,(and hee ſpeakes norto the vulgar:people;'bir to. 
the Scribes, their learnedft men, thar-could- handle their 
rongues and their. pens beſt) there was no wiſedome- in 
them, they were foolesz, Why # becauſe {ſaith God ) 
the Storke, andthe Crane, and the Swalldls know their ſeaſons, 
but this people knewes nat the time of my judgements, and 
therefore the Lord' would not have them pretend to any 
wiſcdome, bur bee contented to bee counted fooles, -be- 
cauſe they were ignorant: of this : and our blefled Savi- F 
our inthe 16. of Matthew, | when: the; Scribes and Phari- Matth16.2,.. | 
ſees, and the learned Doctors: of the Law cane and/\de- © + 
fired to have ſome furtherevidence from him, by: ſome 
figne from heaven, that hee was the Meſſias; Chriſt rold 
chemthey were Hypocrites, they" were «-finfull and/an 
adulrerous/Generation, meerely becauſe they did 'not un- 
derſtand the fignes _ times, wen and an adulte- —I x 
rous generation would have morelight : 'you can tell: Re 
cheGltnds r:chen je will bee faire weather next morning, - 
but yce hypacxizes, yee { laith. hee ). youcapnor \ q ? 
BO 3s. 277 > (i6 | C3, | diſterne. - A | 
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| eftheworld, 
- wasinthe - 
* Lot; men ſhalt bee-cating 'and drinking, and —_—— 


; wives; but know -notbing {they ſhould:do! for \their fal- 
| vationtill unter vine come upon them. ' hope now-the 
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diſcerne the fignes of therimes, what the times ſignifies, 
and calls forat your hands, you have no underſt of 
this, and therefore you may goe for acomnpany of fooles, 
and hypocrites, and ſo left them and departed. Nay, 
thirdly, which makes it yet morecleare;, 

The want of this knowledge of the times in reference 
ro-mans dutie,! is that which the Spirit of God uſes to 
render as the onely cauſe of a peoples ruine: whenſoever 
a people are brought to ruine, it they be a people to whom 


- God afforded meanes to fave them, when they come'to be 


ruid'd, the Lord layesit wholly upon this, that they knew 
mt the times of their viſitation. This you'le find in the 19. 
of 'Zxke, and the latter end of it, when Chriſt about the 


41. Verſe, came to take his farefull of Fersſalew and to 


dietheres fromthe top of the Mountaine he looked over 
the Citic- and fellaweeping; O (ſaith hee) rhat then hadft 
but known in this thy day the things that belong to thy peace but 
they are bid fromthy eyes; then hee goes on and tells them 
what ſhallbecom®ot them, the enemies: ſhallcaft abauke 
and not leave one {lone won another, levell them: to the ground 
axd their Children ii them, for whar I pray ? becauſe thow 
tntw'/t not the time of thy viſitation + deſtrution came. in 
onely at that breach; they' knew nor the rime of their 
ifirarion; and eH{ewhere-our Lord faith, in the latter end 


: when'ruine ſhall come; ir will bee then, as it 
dayecs of Noah, andas it was" in:the dayes of 


_ erithof this Lefloniscleare'our of the Scripture. 


/ Bart if you pleaſe to: goe a little further: yet, and 
confidert ah moet unddifftilry of chis wiledome edome-'to 


requiredrs it, youll bec fully ſarisficdzhar a greatercom- 
TE - - > Sad. mendartion 
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| Houſe'of Commons at their Montthly Faſt. 13 
mendation can never bee giveti of any. man, orany peo- 
ple, then this, that they know the times in refercnce to 
their duties: and that I may open what belongs ro the ©: 
making up of-this worke, I beſeech you give mee leave ded AS | 
ro open theſe fix Concluſions out of the Scripture, which the times ope- 
all muchconcerne this wiſedome of knowing the times in 2** 9vt of the 
referenceto dutie. Firſt, > Con nl 
T hat time is one of the moſt pretionus treaſures that ever Concluſ, 1. 
God befftowes npon any man, or any propley 1.becauſe time is 
the onely meaſure out of which God powres out all his 
adminiſtrations.2.Time it is the onely ſpace in which men 5 
are to\doeall their-worke. 3. It's ſo-pretious that Ged Exod. 21.1 ge, 
would have inen value it Qne roanother :-if any man had 
hurt another,hee muſt not onely pay for his heating, b#: 
hee muſt pay for the loſſe of his time, Yea, 4. God Calls upon | 
his people to redeeme ir at any rates Redeeme the time, re- EPM'-5-169 
deeme the time asit there were no commoaditie, that -the 4 
God of heaven would ſo commend unto. men (next to 
his truth) that wee thould buy fo cagetly, as wee ſhould 
 purchale time. Yea, 5 it is {o-pretions, that Hee who is 
at. that great coſt to make and contrive it, as te cauſe the 
Sunne every.day to run about the world,:and all-thoſe 
excellent creatures in the itrmament to make ittheir work, 
for the continuation of time will call men'to accomptfor 
every moment, for every minute of it + That is my. firſt 
Concluſion, that time 18-2. pretious Jewell ins Gods ac- 
count, and ought to be ſo inall people's. Secondly, FE 
God hath joyned time and dutic apes one. th another , celufe 959 
' ſo that there isno durie, butithath an appointed: time for Eccleſ.3. 1,25, > 
it, and there is no time, but-it hath an appointed dutie for **- 4+ 
ity/ic's diſputable-whether there: bee a wacomm in nature & © 
or-noz\ it is moſt certaine-there is no: vgcamin time ::Ne "% 
maneverlivesto fee that minute of time, northatraggeor 
cranny: of time, of which hee: may; tricly fſay-ar' this 
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dutic of every day that paſſcth over our-heads: is enough 


praiſe of all men, with every moment of their lives: My 


-othet ſeveral frames,; «nd as 
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time, T/have nothing at allte doe; bur the Lord hath 
caſured outro alltimes ſome dutic or other : this our Sa- 
viour ſaith expreſly, CArarth.6.34. when hee would dil- 
ſwade men from troubling themſelves to day with the 
duties thatbelong roto-morrow, hee uſerh this argumenr 
among others, Trouble nor your ſelves for co morrow, 


for tomorrow day hath trouble exongh of it; owne, ſufficient 


day is the trouble of it; the care, the worke, the | 


to fill theday; that is the ſecond, that God hath joyned 
time and dutie rogether. Thirdly, 
There are ſome great duties that are 16 bee concurrent in uhe 


. m4, DA Abc way IRE. + 


meaning plainly is rhis, th great buſineſſe of glorifyin 
God, of ſaving ourimmortall ſoules, of keeping a go 
conſcience, © of working out our ſalvation, theſe great 
things are not ſetoff by God toany ct time, but they are 
to be concurrent with every moment of a mans time; Truſt 
inthe Lord at all times, have reſpet ro Gods Comman- 
dements 4t a#.r/wes; Blefled are they that doe juſtice and * 
judgement at ll times, bee yee alwayes ready for your 
ers comming : And'of thoſe excellent men Foſiah 
and others, it is recorded that they looked to Gods Com- - 
mandements: alltheir dayes , forthat the great matters of 
ORIG {oulcs, looking for our Maſters 
comming,6:c.. theſe dutics are-to bee concurrent with all 
eur time. F y [Bi 4 | 
everall. times, 1 meanc the- ſeveral! compoſitions 'of 
times, or Scenes, or Jurures of times, have their ſeve- 
rall and peculiar duties laid out for ewery man by God himelf«: 


% 
7 
aA it uy we eee nu, ee OO PE ei oe AC 


ON 


my is this, there isatime of yo»rh, a time of age 
atir af rrePeriin » time of adverſitic, a.time:of on 
atimeot crooble, arime of warre, a time of peace, and: a 
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' Exerciſed inthe (tudy of its. there is no time To intricate, 


"Heoſe F comes hi mb Ho. 
juaRtures of time. , Now ſo often as | 


7M 


new Scene ofthe time,every man 
other to a , his part requires that hee-(ho 
endnLrgs \ the Scripture is. full of 1 er 
theſe,in che times of profherioie doe thee, in the 1 
ſutie doe thus, in, the time pf the Go Guſt Ticks e thus, 
0 know the time, - and; the ſeverall. duries. 
every time, 1S oneof the hardeſt hoy 24-arwg ong to Cd 
raske of man,. this wiledomelics in t , it 15a difi- 
culr thing to find out what the duties are y'>- belong. tg 
the ſeverall rimes, _ But chen fiftl 
That the Bocke of God, and 74s +" Booke of God, i ; able td Coneluſ. 5, 
informe them who faithfully ſtudy it, in all the duties that doe 
belong th every new poſture, or face of time. Firſt I lay, oveh 
Code Booke can dot, there are Bookes ot excellent wi 
dome wrictenby other men, but take them/'all together, 
ter a man bee neyer_[o. verſed in them, they yill never 
diſcover to him FEY dury. that 20g to every time, 
but the Booke of God can doe ic if men have their ſenſes 


«; dutic ſo arduous, bucthe bookeof God will teach all 
RE Sie the Miniſter wil ener, from noe pry bz 
je, tg make cvcry-one '0f them in 
AN \ clong. to them. Prints [5 F iS ke ied 19.7 
ord 23ves, under going, to the ſimple, 
of ys Proverbs .Ner 21,2 | 
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totheletinn ey tine for afy'dury; Here 4 
Te) is th+ oprorianitre of the du- 
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neſſe. Now theſe wo 
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ther, 1 


tie, both with God and man, is, when ix is 


bow comfortable it &, Thirdly, 
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runitic* bee taken 
portunitic 2 goddefle.  - | | 
As things -are. cafie when men take opportunities,.fo © 
they are then beautifull, the beautie and grace of VELA 

| done; in as, fic. 
ſca{0a.z. the righteous man in the firſt Pſalme, is compa» 
red tothe Tree that brings forth his fruit. in his ſcaſon, {#-. pat r.;. 
um in [uo, his owne fruit, and in. his proper ſeaſon, 'God . -Y 
(ſaith Solomon) bath madeeuery thing beautifull in 7 ſegion , Eccleſ.311, 
all Gods works are beautifull in their ſeaſon, and. ſo.are 
all mens workes to0 :. A word [poke iz ſeaſon, is like Apples Prov.xg.11. 
of Gold in pitFures of Silver ,, and a good word in ſeaſon, 0 15-23» 


PN 
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But know. thet theſe Opportunities are wondrous hard to 3. 
find out, very difficylc it is ter mento know the- true ſea- 
ſon or opportunitic of a buſinefle : men may know times 
and ſeaſons welenough in particular buſineſſes, the ſeaſons 
for tilling the ground, and breeding and breaking of Cat- 
tle,&c. In fuch low. and triviall things.in -compariſon, 
ſeaſons may caſily bee knowne,. but in the great morall 
affaires, that concerne God and mens fſoules, the difficul- 
reſt . thing that lies before man, is, co finde out the true 
ſeaſon when they. are to bee done; this Solomon. cts 
downe molt excellently in the eighth of Zccleſiaftes, Yerle xccleſ.t,s; 
Hb. Becauſe ta every purpoſe there u required time and judge- ved. 
ment, therefore the miſery of man is great upon him, marke 
that expreflion, moſt men are miſerable, becauſe a buſi- 
neſſe_ cannot bee done, without a fit ſeaſon and judge- 
ment to-know it : as if Solomon had ſaid thus, The truth is, 
OPPO unitics are ſo rare, ofr-times {ſo ſudden, {0 violent, @ 


> ſhort, the wind ſeldome blowing long inan opportune 
ut,and men {o ignorant,ſfo blinded withp e,with 
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ve: hopes. or fearcs, that moſt men are miſcrable in  , 
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hat Jn every” buſinefſe 1th 
orke's'the right riming of it 
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difficult” 
fourthly, | | ye 
Thar when opportamities are paſt, if thiy bee let ſlip, thief are 
oftentimes altogether 3rrecoverables, and the butineſſe' is ©i- 
ther wholly loft, ornever better then halfe done, it "may 
c6ſt moreto patch up 4 buſfineſſcour of ſeaſon,therr requi- 


Astheftory goes of the $:hby/ls bookes, they were: faine 
rogiverhe fult price for one, which would have boughr all 
rhree,when two ofthem were burnt. © Poſt eft occaſro'calva. 
 Unilefle God make another opportunitie, man can' never 
call opportunitie "back againe, Opportunities are Gods 


therefore'you ſhall find Eſav would have repented and got 
che blefſng,he wept and cryet for ir;yet mifſed ir, he might 
have had it once without weeping and crying, bur he loſt 
the ſeaſon, and the ſeaſon being gone, hee could never re- 


Marth, 25. 


| , cover it withall his weeping: So the foolſh Virgins came 
| #2 with their Lampes, pretending to have got ſome oyle, and 
pF cryed, Lord open to #9, bur the ſeaſon was paſt, and there 


wasSmno entrance; thetruth is, ſeaſons are to buſineſſes as 
moneyis to wares, hee that would buy a commodiric up- 
ona mitker day, when paffibly che commoditie is very 
cheape, may then have it tor laying out his money, foſe 
but that marker, poſhbly ten market _dayes will-nor helpe 
= % him againe with it,znd cithernever buy it orgive'a greater 
7 *® Tate for that which is not ſo good as the'other would 
2:27 %. -have been, if opportinities bee ofice-paſt over;' without 
the Lord create them againe, men are utrcerlyloftin'their 

5. . - bulinefſes.  Fiftly,andlaftly, ERMATI2en hn 
__ =:As theſe opportunities are excellent, -and hard to 
_"and.itrecoverableiÞrhey bee. Toft: So in'the laſt p 
know, that nowiſedome, no learning, nothing but 4 gr: 


- 
- 
be 


Y moſt 
 Tadde ' 
Th - 'redto have doneir beautifully if the ſeaſon had been raken;- 


Heb, 12:17. fitting of time to buſineſſe,8& none bur God can'thus firir ; 


£u1aed by the Spirit of God, deth know how to t 0p- 
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rhem, fo as to rejoyce in the good of they and wicked 
men by a devifliſh wiſedome can take the ſeemi 


ming oppor- 


« 
» - 
« 


runities, to promote their -owne wicked defignes 5 rhe 
harlor cantakerhe opportinitie of her husbarids abſ:nce, 
the thiefe rhe opportunitie 6f the twilight, and ſo every 
mar the ſceming opporrunirie of things that are of the De- 
vill; for Satan helpes them, but tro know the opportuni- 
ries of rhe things that concerne God- and our ſoules;'no- 
thing bur a gratious heart enables a nian*to'doeTr: the 
Scripture is very -plaine for this, Solomon expreſles itno- 


tably'in the tenth of Zceleſcafte?, Verl. 2. <A wiſe mans xc. 
beart is at hi 1 ght hand, but 4 fooles htdrt 'is at his left : the opened, | | 


meaning is this,when a bufinefle is tobe done; &'the right 
ſea{on tor it; rhe wiſe man, a gracious man-harh his hand 
rcady, and his heart ro joyne with his hand, heis alwayes 
dexterous' at it,” but a fooles (7, 6. a wicked mans) heart. 


whenthis befinefſe is to bee "dorie, his hearr is at his lefr 
n- | 
bur more clearely Soloman expreſieth this, Prov. rm Vert. Prov.17.16, 
' 16. Where'ore is there a price its the hand 


hand; cvery fitiger is a'Fhumbe, heecannot/manage 
of # Foote" $0 
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wondertull, concernement, , of admir 
commendation, ! to have underſtanding of the times and 


Ft Appication " T gow come tothe Applicarion of it, wherein Þ ſhall one- 
' Io infiſt pon two llles, che one is, Gn avs fred. 

- For Hamil: ation,in reterence to time paſt,to ſeaſons and 
oppertunitics which are paſt and loſt; The other ſhall be, 
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For £xhpriation, in. reference, tothe ime te come, that 
wee may learnethisexcellent wiledome to know the times 
"i and-{caſons-1o as to. loſe no more of chem. For the firſt, 
{! Of x. Is-it+ ſuch. a fingular commendation, ſo excellent a 
/ |} humiliation. wifedome, a matter of ſo great, moment and conlequence, 
a ra know the times inrefterence. co duty ?. O: what cauſe 
of Jamentations is there : Firſt, | 

In. generall co-us all? a manmightin this caſe fall ſuch 
In gencrall 70 a booke as Exzek:els roule was, wi. h weeping, and lamen- 
_ cation and mourning : Here is a. great Aſlembiy gathered 
rogether tomourn upon a day of mourning,and it ever any 
Dodrine that'cver I have preached might call for mour- 

ing at all your hands, I am perſwaded this doQtine 
calls for it from cvery one of us; God'bee mcrcitull ro 
us, wee bave all been fooles, we have not knowne the 
ho 3: mie, ey have knowne: the times. to 
calke of them, lomerimes to inveigh againſt chem, cryir 
EE NT! , bu? forthe 
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notrhar our Parlizmerit and 


way ria wranrasy Pa 


bat ®Couniry Villages ,-bur'our 
þfay - God' it prove 
ini Aemblicsn arc all filled-with 


r rione of vs know the 
fooles in this grear yon. few © Let” ries ſpeake? free- 


ce 16 our arf-dufies.” 
tines in. 'refer Sag of hE1or of all of us in-fuchumes 


iſtrations, as'th he like 


< that i theſe times wherein we 
 rodeciti6d ay ene; hea 


Nay y pur off 
re ent rime, 
ut ſhould never tres 


of us lived all © 


our F The . wm | 

:y, our houſes with —_ and pro- 
1nd bla: ries to-have been 
vittic for the — 


and 
I if Fre been —_ 
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FIOn Peony many 1 hanefille thy y time with _ 
opportunities, asexccllent as; ever ro any, the le 
. . -ofthemi worth Ne ys Bite of accompt what 
is you have done withthele ?, what mpenement you have 
as made of them 2-how have. you wa < L beſeech you? 

wg mma [ous you make; woulet it not, appeare 
that you ——_— many-houres/and dayes.in- riot and 

pou hore pom m and ns wa in{wearing and cur- 
Cngcin concrigiog daRing that which iscvill and miſ- 
chicvous, and very.few minutes for your God;&, for your 
— red rack re. RenglLes fag df C, OT o0d 
our brethren ; God bee mercifull,to-us, wee could nor 
wer him. one word for a thouland, wee have all cauſe 
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nged. to Our peace, 


Bu ( Honorableand beloved allah me leave to bring this 
lefſog-nearer to:you Wha, thave called mee this day to 


2. More pat- 
ticularly ro the 


- Parliament. 
preach, and let, me make 8-more: through, cnquiric aftey 
+ 4 your wiſedome4inthis.parricular, becauſe. you arc Jook« 
” upon as. rhe wile wen-.of whe Land. char know the times 
OE berter CRIT ne hope Th 2y 
y day, bur-this.day. I wy 
Bd Young we pur neceſh- 
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nities more-then other people had, to have done much 
ſervice, to have made the times and places better for you. 
Did you then thus know the times 2 did you then walke 
as wiſe men, . redeeming the times? did you know what 
GodexpeRtedfrom you in your places,and have you done 
it? O blefled yee, if you have : But (I beſcech you) will 
it not rather appeare upon a true (earch, that many of.you 
in thoſe dayes walked in the wayes of riot, 1nunclean- 
neſle, in_drunkenneſlz, poſhbly in ſwearing, in propha- 
ning Gods holy tive, in ney te and {corning Religion, 
was it not thus £ it behoves you to ſearch; did you not 
make your owne Families, the Townes and Lordſhips 
where you lived the worſe for you, as ſo many Fereboams 
cauſing 7/rael.ro finne ? did not you thereby helpe to pull 
downe thoſe judgementsthat have. beene like to devoure 
and deſtroythis whole Land? and it ſo, have you beene 
humbled under theſe things 2 have you ſince repented of 
them 2 or do they ſtill ſtand upon your ſcore before that 
God that keeps an cxaCt accompt of all the Talents that 
ever hee hath put into. your hands ? I beſcech youenquire 
into.it ; but let me goe further, and enquire whether Face 
the timethar God hath ſeparated you from your brethren, 
and by a notable providence called you our to be the heads 
of all our Tribes ,. have yeu. fince that time knowne the 
times in reference to your duties? It-is now-above fix 
yecrs ſince many of you have bcene called to this worke, 
one of the greateſt workes "= ee men. have beene 
umployed inthele many hundreds of yeers,a work wherein 
you have beene aſſiſted not onely. with the prayers and 
tcares of thoſe that fcare God, throughout the Chritian 
world, but with the ſtates and blood of many, and God 
himſeltc hath carried you in his boſome, and made youthe 
moſt remarkable handful! dfull of men, that Irhinke this day 
th upon the earth, in "__ of che mercics that hee 


Howſe of Commons at their Monthly Faſt. 
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| 4 Sermon Preached before the Honorable 

hath ſhewed you,and in this time (cerraine Tam)hath'pur 
into your hands-as many golden opportunities, not onely 
ured as many duties, but put as many golden opportu- 
niries into your hands to eftabliſh our wretched -king- 
| dome, and toreſcue a decayed, lukewarme,” Apoſtatized 
Church, as ever were put into the hands of a Parlia- 
ment, Now (beloved) have you known your times,and 
taken your opporrunities ? I know it well, that you have 
wreſtled with huge difficulties,infinite oppoſitions, and I 
know that oft-rimes the perverſneſle of a Patient poyſo- 
ning his owne diſeaſe or wounds may fruſtrate the care 
of the beſt Phyſitians; and God forbid, that that which is 
onely your miſery, ſhould ever bee imputed to you as 
$i: your finnez but ſuppoſe upon a diligent fearch , any of 
"4.18 you that are called ro bee our wile men,to know the rimes 
Hl. © . forus, that at your doore it ſhould” le in great part, thar 
6 100 our miſeries are not yethealed, how ſad would thar bee? 
"Spit To this end-I moſt -humbly pray you inquire, if npon 

a diligent ſearch there ſhould bee found among you any 
who ar this day live inthe ſame {infull, riotous,-ungod- 
ly, wicked converſation that they led, before God called 
thei to this publique ſervice: that afrer your folemne 
oath, with your hand lifred upto the moſt high God for 

the reformation” of your wayes, that: you ſhould bee 
found ſtill with Z7m:r; and CoFbz, to live in thoſe finnes 

for which God is judging this Nation , Were th to know 

the times, and what Iſrael bath to doe ? Suppoſe further, 
there ſhould bee found amongft you any ſuch as ſhould 
ordinarily negle@ the publique ſervice, and turne your 

| backs vwponit, to attend your own private affaires, after 
= © har the Kingdomeharhpur into Your hands wharſoever 
MF vyderGogh pirrows _ Gears uptothem's, 
,- Fuwthetimes andwhat Ifracl bath 16 doe? Su 
-* £7 thouldbee found amongſt you any: that ſho 
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Houſe of Commons 4' their Monethly Faſt. 
vantage to themſelves out of - publique calamiries, or 
ſhould finfully helpe to undoe thoſe for whom they are 
called ro bee Saviours; were this to know the times? Sup- 
poſe that any of you ſhould bee tound unjuſt in judge- 
nent, and fayour an unrighteous manian his cauſe, either 
for. corrupt gaines or out of oppoſition to them you like 
nor, and ſo proſtrate the untainted honour of the Parli- 
ament to the reproach of the adverſaries, the {candall of 
the Nation, the teares and griefe of them who loveyou. 
were this to know the times, and what Iſrael hath to doe ? Sup- 
poſe it ſhould bee found that there ſhould bee any that in 
matrers.of Religion ſhould fide with a partie for corrupt 


_ _ and finfull ends, and make Religion but an Engine to 


carry on ſome other fintull deſigne , | were this to know the 
rimes and what Iſrael had to doe © Suppoie yet turther, thar 
upon' a diligent ſcarchthere ſhould be found among you 
any that doe retard [matters of the. greateſt moment; 
that the {erling of Religion ſhould bee obftrued by you, 
that many people abroad are rennfle in ir, becauſe they 
judge you haveno hearr to its were this :0 know thetime, 
and what Tſr.cel hath-to doe? ' Suppole that the cries and 
reares of the opprefled,: Lmeane not the fatherlefle and 


widowes; (whom I am covfident' the Houſes of Park- 


ament would-helpe this very day, if thay in their power) 
but the cries of ſome opprefied by Commirtees'or others 
in the Countrey, ſhould come up'to you'and fecke for 
{uccour,and it ſhould bee: fouud that forme, of you ſhould 
parronize the wrong-doets, - and keepe-them off from 
comming to x heating, | and rhereby from” redreſle, were 
this toknow the times, and what Tſracl had to doe? Honora- 
ble,and Worthy, doc nor miſtake mee, Iam farre from 
ſaymgitis ſo, Lonely ſuggeſt theſe things to your owne 
frareiand-if in naming the'parti 

them, God knowes'it 15 'Wi - 
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W: Exhortation. 
7 +», Ingenerall 
£© all, to in: 
> deavour after 
© -Þis wiſedome, 
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A $ermon Preacbed before the Honorable = | 
hearf, wherewith' Fob fan@ifyed his "Children; ſacrificed 
tor them, ſaying, Peradwventure my ſonnes have ſinned, and 
curſed God im their hearts; {urelamir concernes youall to 
ſearch andtryzfor if it ſhould be ſo, - wee are all like to 
{mart for ir, for as he ſaid of the Roman Senate, 14 vati 
eſtis ut bona malaque veſtra ad rempub. pertineant, Y ourcon- 
dition is ſuch; that yourgoodand yourevill, is the good 
and evill of che Commonwealth ;' it belongs to us all: 
and ſhould the great God find any of you' walking rhus 
unworchy of the great truſt hee - hath commitred to 
you, when hee hath pur (as it were) the fates of his 
Churchand Kingdome in your hands, under him to dif- 
pole of them, hs wrath would bee kindledagainſt you, 
thele things would lic very heavy upon your {core, and 
wee and youſhould dearely rue it, Sure I am, there is 
not aman:of us, but for tome or other of theſe things, 
hath juſt cauſe to lay his hand upon his heart with ſorrow, 
and-to put his mouth in the duſt, and this day to bee very 
deepely humbled and abafcd betore God. And this is the 
firſt Ulie, a Ute of. Humiliation, that wee have nor in time 
paſt, ſo. knoywne- the times as wee ſhould in reterenceto 
our duties. There is one more, and that is, | 

A Uſe of Exhortation ; Is this {o'excellent and nece{£. 
jary-adutic, to know the times inreference re our duties 2 
O-that I knew how. to ſpeake ſomewhat in the name of 
the Lord, that might promote this wiſedome in you for 
time to come, that inthis our day wee -might know the 
things that concerne Our peace, that they may nor be for 
aver bid from: our eyes; -O:that I could ſay to you, 'as 


| Faul (aid re the. Theſjalovians.c Concerning the times and ſea- 

SE. (_ ſons, it s ſupetfinous: for mee: towrite ta you, for you your 
{of (elves know perfefily. -'To this end T'beſeech you tak 

Mowrcsahere-; briefly thaſe foure Meditations ro provoke: you to ſtudy 
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ein time:to comec: Firſt, /- 
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youth, and walke in the wayes' of thine heart, and in the 
fight of 


Houſe of Commons at their Monerhly Faſt. 
Often confider how muchrime,8& how many golden op- 
portunities thou haſtloſt already; how oftthere hath been 


inrthy hands a price to purchaſe Wiſdomey and chow haſt 
loſt it for want of a heart; and then thinke whether it bee 


- not more then needfull that  rhou fhouldeſt loſe no 


more. Secondly, | 
Conſider how much doth depend upon that moment 

of time that yet ts behinde.,; Its an old fay.ing.; 07 life 

is but amoment, but Ex hoc momento pendet 4ternitas, Eter- 


nity dependeth upon this moment, no leflethen the glo- 


ry of God, andthe faving of thy immortal) foule , andir 
may bee of thy family, it may bee of the.Church, and 
Kingdome, dependeth- upon thy knowing the times- 
Thirdly, 

Confider thou canſt not tell, whether ever-thou fhalc 
enjoy after this day one opportunity more;the Angel may 

uickly come and {weare concerning thee and mee, Time 
hat be no more, And then Fourthly, 

Con{tder when Time ceaſes to bee any more, thou 
muſt-give an accomprt for all the time thathath been 
that certainly at the barre and Tribunall of God, all the 
Times and ſea{ons that God hath truſted thee with, ſtand 
uporithy icore, and will-bee exated of thee: Rejoyce O- 


young man ( (aith Solomon in the 1 1 of Eccleſiaſtes) 1n3hy. 


youth , and let thy heart - cheare thee in the dayes of th 


thine eyes, take thy pleaſures, waſte thy ſeaſons, 
bet know that jor all theſe things thou muſt come to judge- 
ments Such Meditations as theſe would , provoke your. 
hearts to bee very carcfull tro-Joſe no- more time ;: but, ra« 
ther; tro- enquire what you ſhould doe for time.to:come, 
and how you might learneghis Wiſdome : And truly, it. 
would filla Volume,” roell what. every one fh 
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F +2D A Sermon Preached before the Honorable 
ſhould redeeme it, and by what micanes wee ſhould doe ir. 
2 In parti-ula' T dare not enter” upon that diſcourſe: - Bur there/is'one 
eter” thing wherein Idefire freedome;thar I might be as help- 
- ofthis Houſe. full as T can ro the Honourable Senare that hath called me 
ro the ſervice of this day: Honourable and Beloved, 
God hath caft your lotſo, that if you be rightly inſtru- 
Red in this6ne Leſſon, you may make our times differ as 
Daniela; maivich from former 'times ,- as Nebuchadne7Fars Golden 
head did fromchefeet of iron and clayz Golden times 
indeed mightbee brought about, if God vouchſafed bur 
ro reach you thisone Leſſon, ' Your duties are many, for 
whatſoeverlics upon any other, lies cminencly upon you; 
You are to doe all rholſe things inevery time, that others 
are todog; and you are todoe many things thar others 
cannot obs. and may not doe: That you may therefore 
know your duty , give mee leave torepreſent betore you 
The face of our the true face of our Times wherein wee live, and ſhew 
S ecfcnines what intheſe Times you havero doe, and herein I-will 
repreſented. 

not preſume to put any Prudenrialls upon you, (weought 
all to thinke rhat Prudentialls are better underſtood by 
you, then by us) but whart ſhall I {ay, thall (God willing) 
appeare to be matter of Conſcience, marters of necefſt- 
ty, and things that may not bee left ro liberty; Know. 

rhen'our preſent times, 
” Fic, in gene- © Firſt in generall,are fuch Times,as Trhinke never were 
| all, full of before us inthe'World ;"I may lay of ourtimes, asthe 
Jeds. : Propher Foe ſaithinthe 1 of Foe! Heare © yee old men, 
: 83 was it ever thus in your dayes, or in the dayes of your fore- 
F. - farhers * 1 meane, our times are ſo full of various admini- 


ſtrationsz fuch a concurrenceef all kinde of Providences 
and Adminiſtrations, asſeldome'were ever knowne in ſo 
few yeares ; Wee have beenſometimes full of hopes' o 
recovery, ſomerimes at the brirfie of deſpaire, ſometimes 
dawnings of light,” by and by all p—r> 
E, bw - 


.- o 


| Houſe of Commons at their Monethly Faſt, 
with vtrer darknefle; ſometimes. we ſee a le draw- 
ing nigh to God that hides his face from them, by and by 
God drawing nigh to a people that'run away from him ; 
ſuch alterations, ſuch viciſſhicades of all kindes of admini- 
trations, that truly T may compare our rimes to the wird 
mentioned in the firſt of Fecleſiaftes, It whirles about conti- xc cl 6, 
aually, now in the North, and then in the South, and never 4- 
bides in one Point - Sohathit been with us for theſe foure 
or five laſt yearcs : this day of ours hath been like that 
day in the 14 of Z achariah, neither night nor day, nor light 
wor darkneſe, but a ſtrange kinde of mixture of all theſe, 
andiin ſuch various and uncertaine Times as theſe are, 
what have the heads of * 0ur Tribes to' doe? I anſwer 
plainly,all others with you, and you with others ,''are in pram 107.42. 
ſuch dayes to ſtand and behold: the Workes of God, 
viewing and admiring, and adoring theſe Moſaick works, 
rheſe Checquer workes of God , but it concernes you a- 
bove all others, to ſtand conſtantly upon your warch, and 
employ all yonr Parts and Witdome, and Faithfulneſle, 
leſta change of rtimetake you upona fudden. As when a 
Ship is ar Sea, if it ſailero the Weſtward, and once get 
beyond the Canaries , where the Sea-ſets conſtantly one 
way, and ſtate-winds blowing for fo'many Moneths to- 
gether in one Point, a moderate $kiiland care of him that 
gvides the Helme, wil carry them on with eaſes but in va- 
rious winds, and tumultuous Seas, when they faile ſome- 
rim-s among Rocks, and ſometimes among Quickſands, 
ſometimes1n Gulfes, ſometimes in the Ocean, fometimes - 
almoſt at the Shoare, if rhe Pilot be not exrreame $kiltull 
and carefull, himſelfe, his Barque, and all thatare with h 
him equity caſt away - So1lam aſfiredis'it now with © _ 
uSin thele various adminiſtratiens ,- you that gre our Pi- 
lors, thatfit at the Sterne , muſt ſhew more theri otdina 
— Skill and diligence,or we may quickly periſh, Bar 
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phage particularly there are ſeven ſeverall Scenes of the 
* ag opened in Time (Ut I may ſocall them) or forts of things, that eve- 
4 9 Particulars. ry day ateated upon Our Stage, and in every one of them 
| ; I ſhal ſhew you, what youthar arethe Heads of our Tribes 
haverto doe. - Firſt, | 
| 7, Cur times Ourtimesaretimes ot moſt prodigious wickedneſle, 
prodigiouswic- BOITible abominations in mens manners z I am confident, 
kednesin wens never ſuch abominable drunkenneſle, and generall looſe- 
| convertanos. +efle in that kinde; never more univerſall liberty of who- 
| ring .Inceſtuous mariages, oppreflions, cruelty, injuſtice, 
| malice , revenge , and every thing that might fill a Land 
| with ungodlinefſe, Since wee or our fore-Fathers were 
berne, never was there a greater. deluge of wickednefle, 
Ezckicly, then-in theſe oup times, and what hawe the Heads of 
Iſrael to doe at ſuch a time? Certainely you, and all o- 
thersatſuch times arecalled comourne for all;the abomi- 
Epheſ.5.5. . nations of the Times; and you, and all others arecal- 
ledto walke moreexaQtly, in that time , to redeemethe 
time when the dayes arecvill: But 7 above all others 
are called out by God,in ſuch times,to be his inſtruments, 
Rom, 12. 4 to oppoſe theſe things, the Miniſters of God, ro execnre 
Vengeance upon theſe that do evill: For theſe things,I think 
,youſhallnor need to trouble your ſelves to make new 
_— pr , as exccllent Lawes are already made againſt 
*_- chem all, as I rhinke any Common-wealth in the world 
q hath, but it concernes you to ſee that theſe bee put in exe- 
cution z Ir concernes you in times of oppreſſion to deli- 
ver the poore and the oppreſſed , out of the Talons and 
Pawes of them, who tearethem and cruſh rhem in pieces; 
Ir concerns you to ſee that the Juſtices and other offi- 
cersin the Countrey, ſer not-up-theſe houſes of Sinne, 
2 Alehouſes and Tavernes, nor that when ſome well-affe- 
__ ed put them downe, Great men ſet them up againe z and 
. © Joinotherabomingiions it concernes you to ſee that ince- 


: 
—_— i hn 


'S: 


4 


- 
- ol 
3 
* 
. & 
= 


L 
Y % of P p; 4 *% 
ws. * > 

"2. <4 
Ld - : FY 4 
* Eh 'W "- Vw | hy - ” 
OY - —" x I Lg »h 

. *g ” jt ©. # 

a ——_— inns £ a a8 
s 8 _ 
h - - 


yo "= , _ x" "as 1 "y PI" 


” - 
bs "* S 
« vw * = 4 : - 
© +" * 
A A 
A » Ws 
_ 
, 3 
», 
> . 
wo ”mn 
: =o. 
4 4 : 
3» R 
4 


ſtuous 


" - - 


vs 


C 
< 
- vs C 
3 -_ LY 
+ I* 
Rh 
wQ 4; 
7 


= 
ad * > a VINES " 0 hy , 
ets ' up 0 wo TT UOTE Oy” I oe —_ 


Honſeof Commons at their Monethly F oft. 33 
ages and ſuch ungodlinefles, go not unbranded- 
and unpuniſhed ; the Loi kiddle ded in your. hearts; 
thityou may doc irs 'tharis one,” Our! Times are times of 
aborn, wahle wick eaneſie. Cit4s Secondly, : | 
Our times are times of Errors, horrible Errors, Il meane 
not ſuch Errors as are to bee found/among Gods peo 
to whomhee:nevcrhath gives an-equall light} and riot times ofer- 
withſtanding which Errors himſelf beares withthemn, and*4,q%jarphe. 
would have his people bear one with another; but I meane.mics. 
our times are times of ſuch/Errors as arc heretical and bla(- 
phemoris;- ſuch as concern our/Chriftian faith, and holy | 
converſation, in a very high:degree z/ it would/ weary | 
you, bur totell you, the things thatare generally knowne | 


nous 


—- - 


2 


to-ſpread as a Gangrene, anew generation of men are/ri-| X 
ſen up, and ſpread all the points of Arminianiſme, univer- 
{all mption,- Apoſtaſie from grace, Mansfrec-will, . 


multitudes of others cry downe the Law , as not having \ = 
anything to do with Gods people; orhers denying rhar | 
the Saints of God ſhould ever any more confefſe finne/ 
to Godin prayer others queſtioning whether there: bee: 
any Church -or Miniſtery-this day: upon the face:of the 
carth ,: and whether there ſhall bee any till new Apoſtles 
ariſe : Nay; beyondall theſe, many wnguan aa Lord Je- 
ſus , that bought: us with his blood, ro/bee God 5- or 
the Holy Ghoſt to bee God;zorhers denyingrhe rhree Pex- 
ſons in the Trinity z and conſequently affirming that we,” 
__ —_ RIC ” his with as; doe worl __ in 
,;for1 e men beg right ; | rhey are 1dols: 
whom wee worthip. Th ed Aeiakwen fuctrhore: 
rid things as theſe are, - doe ſpreadand {carer like wilde<: 
fre eyery wherein all corners. of.the- Land; ro:the grear 


Yrovocation of Gods wrath; '& ourreproach through. 
ah Mun wor {: And-imhat have our Heads to Upe - 

's axtain youandal _s = — 
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» Ourcimes are © 
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4 Serwqipreachottefereria Hebinoble"'. 
ehin}a-addrence tothes,; and ,:ah{your' 
| Pr on ork HoGOiind antd,þi>for:your dus 
ties whoareinhgh Bare agar Ing hikes you;Lil 
BB on diſpute any Seeaikons this time, bucſerdewn Two ' 
” [- things which: {know you nauſtyceldioc: Ones, C 
| 3..;.0 ,Ceninly;youmntt-fearchdthigenthy ano the Scrip- 
"7 NEE tuxes) and Aw whether Jeſug Chrift» would have you 
 __— 
| 


24 


E"+- oppole-your lelesagainſttheſe that are ſo oppoſite 
F| to him; | If upon a diligent ſearch, you-finde thar hee hath 
* nat authorjzed-you,doenat-yau; arrogate: any..authority 
that, Chriſt, lathnotgivetyou; my Licwill'inevcr honour 
God; though & ſhould-te} ir for Gods glory.;cand: your 
chruſtiog your felves into am-office , | Chriſt hath not cal- 
led yau unto, will never be accepted by him. _—_ i Sc- 
condly, A 102% 
2 n ddadrod archi it appeares hee. lake pentia- 
{ona you, thed I im asaflur'd thar hee hath not lefr | 
i to yourarbitrement, whether you'll uſcrir, or no; ' hee 
hath notleft tto yournill, whether you will puniſh: them," 
butit-yol 2vopowerto ftop them, and doenot,” hee will 
lay'them-ali/at[your;doares;,(! and: requireithem' at-your 
hands 5; therefote ſearch diligently:whar you have power 
re:doe;.ahd chem letnorchete things goe on, tg Gods dif. 


$3 honopt."; ofing you-haveauthority, What then is 
'® tolerant: ; you muſt not take/Blaſphemies;) Er- 
= +: ET upon ithe reports of other. 


bu the Lordanderedtheminthe 13 3. of Aperiver 
doe; Search: diligently | 
aro reen 4rd-dove; .and "Goa; doen b- 
peareto:Bietdono, | alc of:God; A 
gainfi chens whi -would have fie doe';> let 
Ina: kar mrwr mare w Fre "our 
childter Nor hs 15.6 Pal mkeA 
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JETER Dr. 
rre@by fuch wolves: \ Thits Tnowiyou'will all High 2+ x5 425Þ 
aitito; This THefireabove altmay'fficke with'you, 'tharif 
che Lotd hath given'youpowet "hee hath'fiot piverrybu 
libertierÞ forbeare Nach cayt G64/in! mere make you 
.zealous for hit” thiit Marty beer2Eealoay for your in Al 
your troubles. ' Thirlly, 18 223001 1 

Our times are times of wrath, a Great deals of" th 3. 
fromthe Lord is'gone;: forth / youtknow what dreatitull Our cimes are 
Vialls of weathy habe beerpdurediour in blb6d terrible ©n= ſmack 
quivesfdcftroying arroweshitve Veen (het onitih a. « > nn 
Rilence, all which telFyouGott'is abSty: And whit _ 
have our Heads and Leaders to doe? certainly alÞSeo 
ſki6uld tremble when God is@ttgtyi- The = yet w Amos 13. 
” doth. wot tremb{e? and = EMIdbor"es! pe 
e hit whien hee 18" afj you whit the? Lord 
bark placed uriddehiniin! Gre ee and atthority, 
muſt with nt droric ory els to/ruty With . 5m. w1.7, 


his ; Cenfcty/you' wal rt0&f ;adon Sage rent 

rene $6: tit offend 

God hore be P erty Abs Are 

ne You meſt'with $aXogs 2»/Y? 39 fe whit 2 Kings 22, 13, 

m appeaſe! Hiny,; nd \with the Kitip> of boat Lonah 3. 
mn nah tm _ 
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Ezck.21, 10- biel, {ai 
bright for ſlaugbre 
this bee a time of jollitic 2  andall ſhould labour to. inde 
out the Cauſes ofthe warre , what che; Sword-procuring 
' ins are, andevery Qnc; to; repent ant} tuzne: 599. ora 
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A. Sermon Preachtd before the Honorable . 
4 The, nant freed ant-rnwe ,'@1d- made 
r, ſhould wee then make mirth ** Should 


But you that are our Heads, are to 1lookto theſe 2 Things 
PONge Me: Firſt, ; 
That while.the warredoth aft, and muſtlaſt;, that our 


F< 


Wl a thtimes 0 Ware ſhould alwayts, labour after 
Juſt Peace, peace is. the 'end.of 

ines Fer ans hnace ceis worth-100Vifto- 
herefore.; you, muſt 'principallyadreſſe your 


not) abbotre our Armies ; - When the Hof 
battail, keeps hee from every evill thing. 


og 


veoe 


xies.z and x 
clvexto Ged,, who alone can give us Peace: Kings and 
Codonely muttend — 
oe nd vo lan, AK mbrear 
40a; high” wall; 
efore; remember 


1Pay daube up A PIaces: 


all Mil) ho weve ſine: calc 


ved)in ſuch ſad & uncomfortabletimes. as theſe arc, what 


looke for at. your hands 2. Certainly you with others,and 
| you above a 


Joe way that your Wiſdome .can contrive'ze-make 
Pac 
muſt wee (Eons whod h-45 wh ei 
ny DOPY 


FOR Faſt. 39 "i 
inſt! # hraim, and Ephraim againſt Manaſſeh,and e 
«ei 0 172 =p poo py 
wrath of the Lord, the-Land is darkened and infatuated, 
by the miſerable diviſions of-Gods owne people ; and 
theſe diviſions are fomented,encouraged, -and back'd by 
a Third il-affeQed party, who debires that theſe Two,like 
wilde beaſts,may teare one another, and weaken one ano- 
ther, that they may deyourethem buthz and all rhis goes 
on thorough our none: And truly wee. arc in my poore 
thoughts, as if God had left us to bee as Moab, and Am- 2 Chron. 20; 
»0n,and. Mount Seir, whererwo-ftood up againſt one to | 
deſtroy it, andthen the other two to deſtroy one another, 
25 the fooliſh. Woman, wee arc downe our houſe 
with our owne hands,' And now(Honorable and Bclo- 


have the Heads of  onr Iſrael to doe.* whaz, doth the Lord 


others, ſhould labour #1 our Phyſicians, 
iaſſes, ite joine our difleyer'd tacks jt it - 
romake us one waine : - Noble Senators, iS 


as Ir 


fication, Accommodation, and: Reconcliaion, bis 
ny.Or 

je ah aoreny 115mg webs 
ceof; your Wiſdome,- it youcould find 
eavie of Ephraixs , and the-ill will of | 


y hows 


ceaſe, ang; that Gods. people, might; yer 
2nd: Ot one. as farre-asis 
hoes ec hoanrn thoſe lower, things, 


y6annothce of pneminde:, Woule ou 
ilyand'ea 
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"7; -Qurrimes arc 


times of RE» 


” .formaricy, 


| Hams doth yet eek is, 


gr et er n————mn——_— nweer > 


Al Aditi fronts ill 
can dbeto tetoricfteothers m*the tht 
in the Countrey , ©6 that you coilld doe a5 #5 amore" 
who burnt alt 
offe Arr ha 
wa pe4ce among 
rg you ny provoke youro Ter 
Goland hisp people + Mats 
you Po pal a toy all your l Pioky, Pirts., and 
"Arithorfy to extingi 'thof raw wc threaten ſpee- 
oy rune ro/08'aHl 229 01 #113397 bod BOD 1: 

Our rimes are times of Refotmixtions As they ate 
times of finneandertoor;” and wrath? and warte; and di- 
viſions, which alfiveate very fad?” ſ6the 'other two are 
excallent, -0ur tiff att times of Reformation 2! I mem, 
they dre rimes not *onely of mmich Goſpet!1ight; bit they 
are times of growing,” and increaling” light, ala the 
light of the Goſpell ' 
Sther parts "oF he 


galfft anorhery jd inever lefe till Nee had 
rhiewn.” DOanGhs would borh in4- 
nport this Wotke, 
pos tea ou, afid | expeR 


mionpſt tis, ſeemes 
vpte, and4to 
ket our Rel 27 Wh" 6F 'his COTE fai 


hd Hare 


beaarifult they <ver; "and hat have "the Heads" 
—_— 08 Aut e-fieta tinie'? y_ all: Non yery 
[He uporryout Heide under” Gedy you haye 
Concerned hf -268'C00t ar bend vp ry 


"add&rs mY 
Ts 


and'God' hath beer with yh 


eLibellsthatwbre preſented to hint from 


preads/ niote, *and'the Lordas'in, 


2 dw £4 


' have undone them,” if they had amet" ag he 


is. moſt ferjand if there ſhould: bee: any: miſcariage._in-ic - 
all wiltperith :yvith it; wee ſhould 'callevery thing elfe-. 
I:habodl, it Religion tmiſcatry; all isgoriey and:therefore 
ro provoke you to helpe us in this thing; . let mee. leave 
thefe two Concluſions in your boſomes, Firſt, 

- A Reformation begun, and not'carried ons -alwayes- 
brings more wrath fron God; you have begun'ithe: Re- 
formation,-youare engaged in it by -oathand Covenant, 
and ſole happy proceeding and progrefie you have made 
1g ir, God granr you ſlack nor ink + Bor yowl fiade in the” 
Scriptures; a reformation begun and laid/aftde is:.apeoples/ 
nndoingy In Elijah dayes there was'n Reformation be- 
gun, it felF 'downe aad/ the Kingdome periſhed with its: 
In 7 £m time a Refermartion was 'beguny and quickly 
laid afide with the deathof that good King,,and the-King- 
domme was ruined preſently after it. In Hugger. his: dayes, 
the Reformartion.was begun, then laidafide; God: pre- 
lently ſmore them with Blaſting and Mildew, and would: 


] againe + 
Ladde; 


God took:s/you ſhould carry:this work on; Ang 
"Withour-ſctling Religion, you ftiall never ſercle/the- 
Common-wealth ;- Hee thar writes a-Booke of -the-cor-: FS 
rapt and troubled: ftare'of the Church, will: hardly-ever - /- 21 
write # Booke of the quiet and {etled Stare of! the: Com« | Fl £ 
monwealth; Chriſtis King of Nations-and\Co : Wi. 
wealths as well as Kings of Saints : Now: the glory'of 
ren des onde ; the: matcer of; Religion,: 
that they- never - "Ri - PLOPKiOus xa: them, 
their good in humane affaires, who neglect him: in; « s ba 
that isdeareſt ro him; But whit! Daveronr :Headr and Ruy-. »— 3 
ro-lay'contidently;'that;they  ' ® 
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.\ 1 f Sermon Preached before the Honorable 
was their firſt work a Fove principinm, they all began with 

ir;they ever accountedrhe Reformation, & preſervation, & 
| propogation of Religion to be their Crown : but what have 
PF 1 Chion.29. 308 to doe? Tanſwer, you muſt with Davzd, ſet your whole 


hearts to the houſe of your God, really 'and ſeriouſly, 
with Solemon4etas many on worke:as-you.can poſliblyyto 


: Kings 5. 
Nehemiah $. 


abour and inftructrthe lefrom Towne to Towne, and 
Cirie to Cirie,' till you can -ger:Miniſters to, bee ſetled. 


i and a Trowell in the other, ſer; up diſcipline te bee 2 

[ hedge and fence ro the Churches,  Vith Hezekiah la- 
Mi bourto provide honorable maintenance-for-'Gods houſe 
and his Miniſters, that young men may not-bee diſcoura» 
ed in their ſtudies. For when young Students can ſe, 
Galen and Fuſtinian, the ſtudy of the Law or Phyfick can 
givethem wealth and honour, and the Miniſtry nothing 
bur beggery, ic witl bee a great ſnare torhem, though the 
worke of the Miniſtry bee honorable, and. hath / an 


+1 "= the houſe of God will bee forſaken ; Sint Mxcenates, non deerunt 
IS marontes:' Men of parts muſt have incouragement, andin 


Prop 
ry ont 
I ndlERly.- 95 GAv:,2-trite o669cdigne boo? 45 
7.  Ourtimesaze times of Deliverances, the- greateſt-deli- 
n .;U* yerances'that I thinke the :Lord hath wr ſincehce 
oup leutof Egypt z ſuch deliverances as we our 


s, remember the-Ulniverſities: Indeavour to car- 
he worke, rharthe beautie and power of Religion 


. elve 
there! 


Prnvuy 


", 


If} > Cwon.17.7. prepare materialls/ for Gods houſe; with; Feboſephar ſend 
J | 2 Chron 31. abroad as many faithfull Preachers} as you can, to goe 


With Nehemiah labour to. build 'the walls of: Feruſalem, 
though ina troubleſ@amertime, with a Sword: in one; hand- 


by Nehemiak 3. #Dundant reward with God, yet forwantof maintenance 
yeurprovilion for them forget not the Schagles of the 


romored,andthe Lord dire you to it.Seventh- 


thar. 


a——_owJGAll_welcwuau wow oacoKÞdÞ. [dl ao. a. cs 


gar mon Jong boat 
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-inall cheſe rhefruir of free 
+ mea{ured-out't0 bs Yall that hee; hath done by the ſhekel of - 


-his people ſhould-conlider his workes, and ſtand amazed 


and it-will very well. become the Heads of & of 6ur Tribes, te 


_ Honſe of Commons at their Monethly Fift. 

dence in them; deliverances that have beene the fruit of 
Prayer, thefruitof CLOS the fruirof Faſting,and 
. wherein the Lord hath 
exceeded noton: ly our Faith, Th our Prayers, and hath 


the Sanctuary, kisown ſhekel:thar'|is double 'of ours I 
kmwow, you for pap not the wonderfull things: the Lord 
hath done, what bave owr Heads to doe at ſuth a Time: 
Truly ,all others with you,but Jun more then all, at ſuch 
z time muſt bee coll of theſe foure things g - --{1-») 

Firſt, GodexpeRts when /heeworkes dehverances, tha: r: 


atit; When the Lord turned the captivitie of Zion, wee were Pal. 125. 1,4, 
like men in dreame,/ onr wiouthwas filled with laughter, and 
out” tonghe withjeys The Lord (ſay they} hath done 
great things forusz Thus let.us admire his works. 

In mes of deliverance, | you muſt: bee very carefullro 2: 
pay your vawesz/ the yvowes that you made. in the time of pg 2274 
your low condition ; the: vowes: you: made, -when your Ecclef, 5, : 4 
Selves,and Liberties,and Religion and: the Kingdom were 
All like to bee buried quicke rogether ; - God expeRts in 
times of deliverafice to have thoſe vowes remembredand 


aid; conſider what they were. Thirdly, 
p " Whenthe Lord workes ſuchdeliverances, honexpads 


keepe the-ſame lowly and humble: ſpirit, thar- they had 
while Gookepe them ety 9a aflitions;to their 
xned to good counſell., when God; harh exal- 
12en,as hem hoeabaſed them this 452 
t all Gods ſervants; have much 
: Good Devidhimiclininthe wy. 


v I 


- Wa. - NN eliBbe. 6. Aaibn/ — OO TT 


"whoſe motroin the time.of her afflitions was -Taxgquen: 
-#v&,” a8 a ſheepe for the ſlaughter, yet afterwards it was 

thought needfull rointreate that n might not bee Faxquan 

indomita juuenca,as an untamed- Heifer, Men are infinite- 
ly prone:co beclifred up, when God-enlarges them, bur 
| God infininely deteſteth ir,- and will not pur it'up at the 
hacidsof any. Therefore T moſt humbly beſcech you, 
(Right Honorable;'and\ Honorable 'and beloved) let Da- 
vid and Solomon his fonne, and HJ3iab, and HeFekiah- bee 


- Warnings to: you,” and doe you' labour to maintame'the 

FT -ſamelowly Fine -tha you had when-you could 
78h dayes of -mourning, for the finnes of rhe Kingdome, for 
3 _.---.- yourperſonall finnes and Parliament finnes, ſuch a ſpirir 
L would 'mfinicely pleaſe God. Andlaſtlyy + «© | 
Py 4. In the timi</of deliverance, God expeds of thoſe thar 
Wb | are the Heads and Rulers of 'a- people, that every delive- 
bis trance ſhuuld by them bee improved tothe urmoſt,' forthe 


end for which iris: given; every Rod hath a voyce and 

. calls for ſomedurie, and/every mercy and deliveratice 
by harh avoyce and calls for a durie, m4 young” @ wary Ar- 
$3  mies have got, 'and every towne hath beene furrendred, 
vR- every- plot that harh been diſcovered hath ſome cutie 
Jy written upon it, Which Goder learne: All 


peQts you fhould 
@rhemar'your hands, and what heart 


lie-upoh'you;''and God 


"LEONE 


$- nab gl TA Bet; 


ding to know the times, and what iſrael had to doe. Spare 


done; which is, - 


| @ Banner, to make all their brethren come out-and ſpend 
' theirlives, and whatſoever they had in their Countreys 


Howſe of Commons at their Monethly Paſt. 
lay aſide any buſinefle of your owge, all {clf-intereſt,and 
count it to be but: catching of Flyes , in compariſon on 4 
the worke you are called to; and-thatiyoulay afide-all 
carnall confidence of any power or wildome of your : 
owtie, or relying on-any Arme'of fleſh, thar is never a- 
ble to-carry you thorough all your worke : But in ſtead 
hereof, to relie wholly upon the® wiſdome, promite, and 
power of God, ſubmit your ſelves to him, and truſt to 
him alone, who-onely 1s able tocarry you thorough all. 


Thus of the ſecond part of ny Text, the excellent com- 
mendafion of this Tribe of Iſachar ,” They had nnderſtane 


mee libertie for a few words of the Third, and I have 


The intereſt that they had in their Brethrens hearts, af Third part of 
their Brethren were at their command, or at their month, hung © "wy The'Y 

n their mouth: certainly it is not meant 'of any compul- panes © 
Howe: but a power they had got in their brethrens hearts 'Þcir brethren, © 
by their VViidome and fair carriage ; they ſaw that | 
they were wile and faithfull- men , and thar ſet them 
high in their eſteem, and by this inward reſpeR, the lit- 


ting upof their hands, was as good as the di playing of 


fervicez which affords us this Leſſon, 

That when the Heads and Leaders of a people are wiſe, 
to doe their duties, it gives them 1hat i 18 their Bre- 
threns hearts, that they will bee at their diſpoſing. - 


Of this I could give you abundance of evidece3" M05 Den. 322) 
ſes reigned as Ki », his wiſdome and grace was @ _ 


thethings which ſer him ſo bigh. Joſb#s that had becne 
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the aged, reverenced hirg, and: every eye which ſaw him, 

bleſſed him, becauſe hee/put:onrighteauſneſſe, and wil- 

dome; and judgement was-to him as a robe and diademe. 

'F Davida man of ameane family, from a Shepheard, was 
FR + Sam. 18.16. feared by Sanl,” loved by the prople , even while hee was 

i =» Kings 3-25. but a Capraine;/ becaule they ſaw. hee behaved himſelfe 
wiſely.” Solomon achilde;and being bur a childe; very ſub- 

jcto be contemned , {wayed all Iſrace], they -honoured 

| him and feared him, When thty ſaw the wiſdome that God 
2901-23-34 bad gives him to:doe Faſtice and Fudgement 5 abundance 

of:orher inſtances there are of it, and David expreficeth ir 

notably in the '2 of Samnel 23. He that rules over men muſt 

bee juſt, ruling inthe feare of Grd, if hee bee ſuch an one, 

hee ſhall bee like the light of the morning, like a cleare 

bright ' morning without -clow4s, as the tender gra(ſe that 

rowes by the ſwter ſhowirs of raine ;, {uch a+one ſhall-bee 

Ecclel.4.13, amiable. deſirable, beautifull, comfortable, hee is every thing 
 youcan wiſh, if hee bee a -good Man ruling in the feare of 

_ God, and Solomon proves it :notably by the contrary, in 

the4 of Brclefiaſtes, Better is 4 poore and wiſe Childe, then 

an old and foul:ſh King, whowill no more be admoniſhed,c7c. 

A childe, a poore-childe that hath wiſdome, will have 

mote love and'honour,then a King, though an: old man, 

and agreat Prince, if hee bee doting andfooliſh, and will 

not receive Counſel}; ner learae wiſdome to diſcharge his 

duty,” *Tis wiſdome will-winne hearts, and one dram of 
this wiſdome and'grace will do- more then a whole pound 

of greatneſſez And rhereaſ{on is plaine, 


c 


.- »» Becauſe this Wikdomerthat I have ſpoken of, is che. I- 
mage of God, which cannot bee contemned, bur will bee 
feared by them thatare bad, and honouredand embraced 

1 Tg _ bythemthatare good; and therefore' ir is {aid of moſt 
5 - ot them inſtabcedin;rharthepeople would fay,,Gedwas 
> wvFpall wha brict Applicati 5 T6 
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3. oofouf Chnmino their Mownbly Put; 


have your Brethren at your Command , not out of Rules 
of State-policy , but as a Miniſter of Chriſt, our of che 
Word of God; know the times and your duties, and walk 
as Men fearing God,'taking the counſcll of his Word as 
your onely guide'; This will make the' worſt of men fearc 
you, and the beſt honour and love you, your Brerthrens 
hearts will hereby bee ar your command, and your intereſt 
intheirhearrs will rulechem berterchen Armies or Garri- 


ſons: Many grear Politicians go another way to worke ,- 


they thinke the affeions of people are not to bee valued, 
they ſay, Populus humilizer ſervit, ſuperbe dominatur, that 
the People (like fire and water) are good Servants , but 
evill Maſters; and therefore the beſt way is ro ſubduethem 
and keep 
theſe Rules z you know well enough, that the Peoples Ie 

# the beſt Exchequer;and this Leflonteache:h youthe ſureſt 

way how to hold that firme, and clofero you;zeven your 
wile walking and working in your great Truſt ;'Herein 

lies the difference berween Viildome and Policy, V/Vil- 
dome makes 2 man conſtantly keep the high road-way:of 
Juſtice and Judgement, doing every thing upon Scripture 

grounds and'Tules + Policy direRs men, when needi1s, to 
turne into odde by-paths, fomerime taking mn the helpe 'of 
the Foxes Skin, ſometime of the Lions paw; But ( Belo- 
- ved) you ſhall certainly finde the way of VViſdome to 
bee the ſafeſt and moſt ſucceſſefull;Politicians may deceive 


others for a while, but themletves for ever: You your 


ſelves have had much experience of it, you know what ir 
is ro command inthe hearts of your Brethren,had you had 


allthe Port Townes in England, in the beginning of your 
Troubles, and Gariſons whereloever you gonire (Py 


fixed, it would never have done you the ſervice which the 
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them under, bur-T am afſured thar you deteſt 


WI 
you out Heads and'Leaders,give me leaveto inſtru Ve. —* 
you, how you nay keepPreg/andto be yours;how you may OfExbor- 


tgrton, 
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| ASermon Preathed before the Honorable, &c. | 
hearrs of your brethren have done, you were in their © 
hearts, and they have been at your command, and whar- *. 
gave you this intereſt? VYhy;they ſaw you were ſetupon 
Judgement and Juſtice, breaking their yoakes , removi 
their grievances, they {aw. your hearts were ſer to it; 
While you goe on intheſame wiſdome, pietie, ſinglencſle- 
and integrity; You will preſerve your intereſt in God and 
his people, and while you have Gods favour, and 
your brethrens hearts, all conftederacics againſt you _ 
will no 3 - _— RR tg a__ No 
weapon that u formed againſt you r, every 
on that hk ap 4g4/nft you fhall rials Liber Bur. 
ſhould they-ever finde, (which God forbid)that yoururne 
our of che right way of V Viidome and Picty,, of Judges 
mentand righteouſnefle, that yougrow injurious, that op» - 
preflion and injuſtice ſhould bee: found among «you, that 
you ſhould favour evill [men in evill cauſes, grow to bee 
ſclf-ſcekers, or not cordially indeavouring to ſettle Peace- 
and Religion, you would then certainly engage God a-- 
gainſt you, and loſe the hearrs of your brethren, and you 
will beundone,and wee ſhall be undone with you. But I 
am periwaded betrer things of you, and ſuch things asbe-. 
come a. Parliament of England, yea, a Parliament thas 
bleſſed and magnified by God. But confider what I baug. 
ſaid, and the Lord give you under flanding in all things. 
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